
All Things Wetland Plants 

Episode 5:  Dichotomous Keys

presenter:

Cristina McKernan
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Engineer Research and Development Center                                                                                     
Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory 



Field guides contain brief 
descriptions and photographs 
of the most common species in 
an area. They are not 
dichotomous keys.

Plants of the Tahoe Basin: 
Flowering Plants, Trees and 
Ferns, by  Michael Graf is one 
example.



Four couplets in:

Native Trees of the 
Southeast: an Identification 

Guide 

By

L. Katherine Kirkman,
Claud L. Brown,

and 

Donald J. Leopold



Example of a parallel key to 
plant families in 

Manual of Montana Vascular 
Plants

by

Peter Lesica

with contributions from 

Matt Levin 
and

Peter F. Stickney



Example of an indented key in 

The Jepson Manual:  Higher 
Plants of California

By

James C. Hickman



Example of a flora’s  geographic 
range, in 

Intermountain Flora: Vascular 
Plants of the Intermountain               

West, U.S.A.

By

Noel H. Holmgren 
Patricia K. Holmgren

Arthur Cronquist



An illustrated glossary provides pictures 
and definitions of botanical structures 
and terms, such as those in

Plant Identification and Terminology:  
an Illustrated Glossary

by

James G. Harris
and

Melinda Woolf Harris



Questions ? Comments? 

Contact us:

nwpl@usace.army.mil
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