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National Wetland Plant List 
Indicator Status  Ratings

Rating/Indicator Status Qualitative Definition

Obligate Almost always occurs in wetlands

Facultative-Wetland Usually occurs in wetlands
Facultative Occurs in wetlands and non-wetlands

Facultative-Upland Usually occurs in non-wetlands, but may 
occur in wetlands

Upland Almost never occurs in wetlands



Indicator  Status Frequency Based Definition

Obligate Probability of  occurrence in wetlands > 99%

Facultative-Wetland Probability of  occurrence in wetlands > 67%, 
<99%

Facultative Probability of  occurrence in wetlands > 34%, 
<66%

Facultative-Upland Probability of  occurrence in wetlands > 1%, <33%

Upland Probability of  occurrence in wetlands <1%

These numeric frequency definitions are only used 
for testing contested or problematic species on the 

NWPL.



Figure 1.  The ten Corps Wetland Delineation Regions.



Figure 2. Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) is on the NWPL because it 
is rated FACU in the WMVC region. Other plants that were rated UPL 
in all regions in which they occur have been removed from the list.



Figure 3. Corps subregions for wetland delineation include, a) fourteen 
subregions in Alaska, b) the South Pacific Islands, c) the Western Gulf 
Coast And d) the Northcentral Great Lakes.
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Figure 4. Clicking on a synonym (shown in black) or a variety 
(shown in grey) redirects the user to the commonly accepted name.



Figure 5. To search for wetland ratings go to the National Wetland Plant List 
home page,  wetland_plants.usace.army.mil/, and click on the circled link. Type 
part of the scientific name in the search box.



a)                                                b)                                              c)

Figure 6. Search tips for the NWPL website include, a) type part of the 
scientific name, b) avoid common name searches, c) select the “that 
Contains” option and use a general name for the genus (Maple), rather 
than the name of a specific plant (Boxelder).
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Figure 7. To request a rating change a) from the NWPL homepage, click on  submit 
NWPL rating change, b) on the questionnaire page click on NWPL Wetland Rating 
Request Questionnaire and you will be redirected to c) the Questionnaire.  



David Cooper, Ed Gage, Betsy Bultema, Cristina McKernan, Joanna Harter
Sven Bultema, Dan Kotter, and Amanda Snyder

Quantifying the Wetland Indicator Rating 
of Picea pungens (Blue Spruce)



Questions ? Comments? 

Contact us:

nwpl@usace.army.mil
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